
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Pack 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

What do I need to do before the visit? 

Depending on the ability of your students and the amount of time you have with them before the visit 

you have two options: 

Option 1 

 Print a hard copy of the pupil pack for each pupil. All pupils must come with a hard copy of the 

pupil visit pack (copies can’t be issued on the day of your visit). 

 Allocate all roles from the pupil pack before arriving at the Royal Courts of Justice, familiarise 

pupils with the relevant case background in the pupil pack. 

 Where possible we strongly recommend that you use the pre-visit Power Point to introduce 

pupils to what happens at the Royal Courts of Justice. 

 For further information please click here: http://www.nccl.org.uk/plan-your-visit/london-2/ for 
our Terms and Conditions, Risk Assessments, Visit practicalities, Directions to the Royal 
Courts of Justice and FAQs.  

 NCCL will provide printed role instruction cards and witnesses statements on the day. 

Students will have 20-30 minutes at the start of the session to be briefed on their roles 

and prepare their missing lines before enacting the trial. 

Option 2 

 Print a hard copy of the pupil pack for each pupil. All pupils must come with a hard copy of the 

pupil visit pack (copies can’t be issued on the day of your visit). 

 Allocate all roles from the pupil pack before arriving at the Royal Courts of Justice, familiarise 

pupils with the relevant case background in the pupil pack. 

 Where possible we strongly recommend that you use the pre-visit Power Point to introduce 

pupils to what happens at the Royal Courts of Justice. 

 For further information please click here: http://www.nccl.org.uk/plan-your-visit/london-2/ for 
our Terms and Conditions, Risk Assessments, Visit practicalities, Directions to the Royal 
Courts of Justice and FAQs.  

 You may also want to print and distribute the role instruction cards and relevant 
witness statements in this booklet (on each instruction card the witness statements 
needed for that role are highlighted in bold and underlined). 

  Using their role instruction cards, pupils will be able to prepare their lines before the 
day and have written them in their pupil pack. They will have time to go over their role 
and their lines at the start of the session if necessary. 

 

 

 

Teacher Pack 

http://www.nccl.org.uk/plan-your-visit/london-2/
http://www.nccl.org.uk/plan-your-visit/london-2/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instruction Cards 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

What do I do before the trial? 

 Read the court officials glossary on page 3 of the trial outline and make sure 

you know what your role is. 

 Read through the case background on page 2 of the trial outline.  Read 

through the rest of the trial outline and make sure you know what to say 

during the trial. 

 Read through all the witness statements and make sure you understand 

who everyone is. 

What do I do during the trial? 

 Make sure that things happen in the right order.  

 Make sure that the witnesses answer the questions put to them in a proper 

way.  If they don’t, you can ask them to do so. 

 Make sure everyone can hear what the lawyers and witnesses are saying.  

You can ask them to speak up if you need to. 

 Listen carefully to all evidence given.  If the defendant is found guilty you will 

need to think about an appropriate sentence for them. Use the lines below to 

sentence the defendant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judge 

(Full name of prisoner) you will be taken hence to the prison in which you 
were last confined, and from there to a place of execution, where you will 
be hanged by the neck until you are dead and thereafter your body buried 
within the precincts of the prison and may the Lord have mercy upon your 

soul. 

 



 

 

 

 

What do I do before the trial? 

 Read the court officials glossary on page 2 of the trial outline and make sure 

you know what your role is. 

 Read through the case background on page 2 of the trial outline. Read 

through the rest of the trial outline and make sure you know what to say 

during the trial. 

 Read through the list of witnesses and make sure you understand who 

everyone is. 

Clerk 

 Make sure you know exactly what the defendant has been charged with. 

 Help the judge to read through all of the witness statements before the trial. 

Usher 

 Make sure you know where to show the witnesses to. 

 Look at the different oaths that the court has. Make sure you know which oath 

you will be using. 

What do I do during the trial? 

Clerk 

 Make sure you present the charge and call the witnesses in a clear and 

confident voice. 

 

Usher 

 You will have to show each witness up to the witness stand at the correct time 

and get them to swear the oath. 

 

 

 

Clerk and Usher 



 

 

 

 

What do I do before the trial? 

 Read the court officials glossary on page 2 of the trial outline and make sure 

you know what your role is. 

 What is your responsibility as a jury? Why is this important? 

 Read the information below on the burden of proof. The NCCL facilitator will 

give you some examples to make sure you understand what this is. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Read through the case background on page 2 of the trial outline.  Read 

through the rest of the trial outline and make sure you know what to say 

during the trial. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jury 

The burden of proof 

 In a criminal trial the defendant is innocent until proven guilty. 

 The prosecution have the burden of proof. They have to prove that the 

defendant is guilty. The defendants don’t have to prove to the jury that the 

defendant is innocent, only that he/she can’t be proven guilty.  

 Based only on the evidence you hear in court, you have to believe that the 

defendant is guilty beyond all reasonable doubt to find someone guilty.  

 Based on the evidence you hear in court, if you have any doubt that the 

defendant can be proved guilty, then you must find them not guilty. 

 



 

 

 

What do I do before the trial? 

 Read witness one’s statement.  Think of at least one question to ask them, 

based on their witness statement (fill in your question in the correct box on 

page 6).  Remember, you are trying to show the defendant can’t be 

proved guilty. What could you ask here? 

 Read witness two’s statement.  Think of at least one question to ask them, 

based on their witness statement (fill in your question in the correct box on 

page 8). Remember, you are trying to show the defendant can’t be 

proved guilty. What could you ask here? 

 Read witness three’s statement.  Think of at least one question to ask 

witness three, based on their witness statement (fill in your question in the 

correct box on page 9).  Remember, you are trying to prove the defendant 

can’t be proved guilty. What could you ask here?  

 Read witness four’s statement.  Think of at least one question to ask 

witness four, based on their witness statement (fill in your question in the 

correct box on page 10).  Remember, you are trying to prove the 

defendant can’t be proved guilty. What could you ask here?  

 At the end of the trial (page 13) you will need to make a closing statement.  

This means you will have to sum up, in no more than 100 words, why the 

evidence shows that the defendant can’t be proved guilty.  Remember, this 

will be your final chance to persuade the jury that the defendant can’t be 

proved guilty. 

What do I do during the trial?  

Barristers  

 Ask the questions you have written in a clear and confident voice.  

 Present your closing statement to the jury in a clear and confident voice. 

Solicitors  

 If you think the barrister has missed something out, or should add something 

to their closing statement, write a note and pass it forward to them.  

 

Defence barristers and defence solicitors 



 

 

 

 

What do I do before the trial? 

 Read witness five’s statement.  Think of at least one question to ask them, 

based on their witness statement (fill in your question in the correct box on 

page 11).  Remember, you are trying to prove the defendant is guilty.  

What could you ask here?  

 Read witness six’s statement.  Think of at least one question to ask witness 

six, based on their witness statement (fill in your question in the correct box 

on page 12).  Remember, you are trying to prove the defendant is guilty. 

What could you ask here?  

 At the end of the trial (page 12) you will need to make a closing statement.  

This means you will have to sum up, in no more than 100 words, why the 

evidence shows that the defendant is guilty.  Remember, this will be your 

final chance to persuade the jury that the defendant is guilty. 

What do I do during the trial? 

Barristers  

 Ask the questions you have written in a clear and confident voice.  

 Present your closing statement to the jury in a clear and confident voice. 

Solicitors  

 If you think the barrister has missed something out, or should add something 

to their closing statement, write a note and pass it forward to them.  

 

 

 

 

Prosecution barristers and prosecution solicitors 



 

 

 

 

What do I do before the trial? 

 Think about your character and make sure you know exactly what 

you saw by heart. 

 Think about the questions you may be asked by the prosecution 

barristers (if you are a defence witness), or the defence barristers 

(if you are a prosecution witness). Remember they will be trying to 

pick out any inconsistencies in your statement and trying to show 

that you are not a reliable witness, or may have been mistaken.  

Make sure you know what you saw. 

What do I do during the trial? 

 Try not to just read from your statement during the trial. 

 If you are asked a question that isn’t required in your statement, 

make it up, but make sure it is believable and in line with your 

character. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prosecution witness  one: PC 223 Evans – arresting officer  



 

 

 

 

What do I do before the trial? 

 Think about your character and make sure you know exactly what 

you saw by heart. 

 Think about the questions you may be asked by the prosecution 

barristers (if you are a defence witness), or the defence barristers 

(if you are a prosecution witness). Remember they will be trying to 

pick out any inconsistencies in your statement and trying to show 

that you are not a reliable witness, or may have been mistaken.  

Make sure you know what you saw. 

What do I do during the trial? 

 Try not to just read from your statement during the trial. 

 If you are asked a question that isn’t required in your statement, 

make it up, but make sure it is believable and in line with your 

character. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prosecution witness two: Charles Atkinson – gallery attendant at  
National Gallery 
 

 



 

 

 

 

What do I do before the trial? 

 Think about your character and make sure you know exactly what 

you saw by heart. 

 Think about the questions you may be asked by the prosecution 

barristers (if you are a defence witness), or the defence barristers 

(if you are a prosecution witness). Remember they will be trying to 

pick out any inconsistencies in your statement and trying to show 

that you are not a reliable witness, or may have been mistaken.  

Make sure you know what you saw. 

What do I do during the trial? 

 Try not to just read from your statement during the trial. 

 If you are asked a question that isn’t required in your statement, 

make it up, but make sure it is believable and in line with your 

character. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prosecution witness three: George Glover – eye witness 



 

 

 

 

 

What do I do before the trial? 

 Think about your character and make sure you know exactly what 

you saw by heart. 

 Think about the questions you may be asked by the prosecution 

barristers (if you are a defence witness), or the defence barristers 

(if you are a prosecution witness). Remember they will be trying to 

pick out any inconsistencies in your statement and trying to show 

that you are not a reliable witness, or may have been mistaken.  

Make sure you know what you saw. 

What do I do during the trial? 

 Try not to just read from your statement during the trial. 

 If you are asked a question that isn’t required in your statement, 

make it up, but make sure it is believable and in line with your 

character. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prosecution witness four: Hawes Turner - expert witness 



 

 

 

 

What do I do before the trial? 

 Think about your character and make sure you know exactly what 

you saw by heart. 

 Think about the questions you may be asked by the prosecution 

barristers (if you are a defence witness), or the defence barristers 

(if you are a prosecution witness). Remember they will be trying to 

pick out any inconsistencies in your statement and trying to show 

that you are not a reliable witness, or may have been mistaken.  

Make sure you know what you saw. 

What do I do during the trial? 

 Try not to just read from your statement during the trial. 

 If you are asked a question that isn’t required in your statement, 

make it up, but make sure it is believable and in line with your 

character. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Defence witness five: Henry Smith – character witness 

 



 

 

 

 

What do I do before the trial? 

 Think about your character and make sure you know exactly what you saw by 

heart. 

 Think about the questions you may be asked by the prosecution barristers (if 

you are a defence witness), or the defence barristers (if you are a prosecution 

witness). Remember they will be trying to pick out any inconsistencies in your 

statement and trying to show that you are not a reliable witness, or may have 

been mistaken.  Make sure you know what you saw. 

What do I do during the trial? 

 Try not to just read from your statement during the trial. 

 If you are asked a question that isn’t required in your statement, make it up, 

but make sure it is believable and in line with your character. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Defence witness six: Mary Richardson – charged with malicious damage 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Witness Statements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

For some time now we have been receiving intelligence about potential 

targets for attack by Suffragettes.  The National Gallery and the Rokeby 

Venus have been identified as targets, so for a while now there have been 

officers present at the Gallery.  I was on duty yesterday. 

 

I was patrolling the Spanish Gallery, where the Rokeby Venus is hanging.  

It was a quiet time, there were a few tourists and some people sketching 

at various points in the gallery.  I had turned away from the direction of 

the Rokeby Venus to answer a question from a member of the public, 

when I heard the sound of glass smashing, and shouting.  A woman was 

slashing at the painting with a meat cleaver.  I took hold of the woman 

while she was hammering away at the picture.  I arrested the woman, 

who identified herself as Mary Richardson. 

 

The defendant was entirely co-operative.  She looked at the people that 

had gathered and told them she was a suffragist.  She didn’t act aggres-

sively at the time of her arrest or afterwards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prosecution witness  one: PC 223 Evans – arresting officer 



 

 

 

I am a gallery attendant at the National Gallery.  I was in the doorway 

of the gallery where the Rokeby Venus is hanging.  That woman had been 

in the gallery for a while.  She kept staring at the painting, then walking 

around.  She looked really nervous and agitated.  She got out a sketch-

book and started drawing.   

 

Then suddenly she was there, smashing up the painting!  I saw her with 

her arm raised with a knife or something in her hand.  There wasn’t 

anyone near her at that point. 

I could not believe my eyes.  Who would have thought that someone 

would do a thing like that?  She’s not in her right mind, just goes to 

show that women shouldn’t be able to vote. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prosecution witness two: Charles Atkinson – gallery attendant at  
National Gallery 
 



 

 

 

 

 

I was admiring the artworks in the Spanish Gallery, when I saw the 

woman step towards the Rokeby Venus painting and start hitting at it.  I 

thought she had a hammer at first, but then I could see it was a meat 

chopper. 

 

In my shock, I threw my guide book at her, I’m ashamed to say.  But she 

wasn’t behaving like a woman, more like an animal.  Is this what voting 

would do to women? 

 

I didn’t know she was a Suffragette at first, but it’s quite obvious isn’t it?  

They do this sort of thing.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prosecution witness three: George Glover – eye witness 



 

 

 

 

I am keeper and secretary to the National Gallery. 

 

The glass on the Rokeby Venus was shattered and there were six distinct 

cuts on the canvas.  The seventh and most important blow had been in-

flicted with the flat of the chopper used by the prisoner and the result 

was a ragged bruise.  All of the blows were inflicted on the naked flesh of 

the figure in the painting. 

 

From a commercial point of view, if the picture was offered for sale, its 

value would be affected by £10,000 or £15,000, but that is my own 

view and would need to be supported. 

 

I think relining and repairing the injuries will probably cost less than 

£100, so even though the damage was severe, it is repairable at a rela-

tively low cost. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Defence witness four: Hawes Turner – expert witness 



 

 

 

 

 

 

I am Mary Richardson’s neighbour.  I have known her for some years 

now.  Miss Richardson is passionate in her support for women’s suffrage.  

If women are not granted the vote, then I think she will continue in her 

support for and belief in the right of women to vote. 

 

She is a friendly person, very generous, but I do believe that people who 

are desperate will do desperate things. 

 

As I said, she is passionate in her support.  I think that, as a woman, it 

must be very important to her to be able to have the same rights as 

men. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Defence witness five: Henry Smith – character witness 

 



 

 

 

 

I am an avowed Suffragette.  I believe women should be treated the same 

as men.  We are ranked with prisoners and people in mental asylums; 

they have no vote either. 

 

My outrage is that the government is committing slow murder upon 

Suffragettes.  I cannot believe that our politicians will put women in 

prison, in appalling conditions, while denying them the right to have a 

say in how they are governed, even by a government that does not 

recognise that they exist.  I will go as far as necessary to achieve my aim; 

that is, the right for women to have the vote. 

 

I believe I have done my duty.  If a painting is mutilated, it only takes 

money to repair it.  If a person is destroyed, there is not enough money 

in the world to replace them.  I am talking about Mrs Pankhurst, who 

has been arrested yet again for continuing her campaign for women’s 

votes.  She is far more important than any painting. 

 

I have done my duty, though it is a great shame that I had to think it 

my duty to do it. 

 

Defence witness six: Mary Richardson – charged with malicious damage 

 


